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CEO’s Message on International Women’s Day............

opportunities. This Women's day let's celebrate the 

journey of Khadi women entrepreneurs  artisans and 

recognise their contribution!

Ms.Preeta Verma 
Chief Executive Officer

Khadi and Village Industries  

On the occasion of International 

Women's Day I convey my warm 

wishes to all women associated with 

Khadi and Village Industries sector. 

  Women artisans of KVI sector 

represent the growth and development 

taking place in India at grass root level. 

KVIC strives to create self reliance 

among women in rural India through 

implementation of KVI activities. 

Khadi and VI sector plays a pivotal 

role for creation of employment 

opportunities at door step of rural 

woman artisan. It's commendable to 

note that out of the total employment 

generated through Khadi and VI sector 

90% is for women artisans. 

 Our women entrepreneurs are 

improving their own livelihoods,  - 

contributing to family income and 

rejuvenating India's rural economy. 

They embrace the challenges and thrive as 

entrepreneurs. They themselves are inspiring stories 

who work against all odds and yet  tirelessly move 

ahead.

 The possibilities of growth for these unsung 

heroines  are  l imit less  i f  given the r ight 

?
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PM distributes 1,000 Electric Potter Wheels among Kumhars

Taking positive impact on the lives of artisans, 
among whom the Prime Minister had distributed 
260 Electric Potter Wheels along with Blungers and 
Pug-mills on 18th September 2018 at Varanasi, the 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), 
under its Kumhar SashaktikaranYojana, identified 
another 1,000 potters in Varanasi for distribution of 
Electric Potter Wheels, Pug-Mills and Blungers. 
Training of those 1,000 has already been completed. 
These 1,000 Electric Potter wheels, 100 Pug-Mills 
and 100 Blungers will create 4,800 direct 
employments in Varanasi region as each machine 
provides direct jobs to four persons.

 KVIC Chairman Vinai Kumar Saxena said it 
is matter of pride for KVIC that the Prime Minister 

Varanasi: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, on 19th February 2019 distributed 1,000 Electric 
Potter Wheels along with other pottery equipments among the potters at Varanasi.

had distributed its Electric Potter Wheels, Blungers 
and Pug-Mills for the second time. “As the 
distribution of 260 Electric Potter Wheels had 
created direct employment for more than 1,000 
people and had increased their income manifold 
with negligible drudgery, the Electric Potter Wheels 
had appeared as major game-changer for the lives of 
the Kumhar community. Since Varanasi and 
surrounding areas have a significant number of 
Kumhar people, the demand for more Electric Potter 
Wheels have come in a big way after its distribution 
by the Prime Minister,” he said, adding, “Since after 
the distribution of these 1,000 Electric Potter 
Wheels by the Prime Minister on 19th November, 
the production of Kulhads and other terracotta 
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products is all set to increase many times, we had 
had requested the Railways to make the use of these 
products mandatory at Varanasi and Rae bareilly 
Railway Stations – to incorporate the terracotta 
products, including Kulhads, glasses and plates. The 
Railways has accepted the request and issued the 
orders on 16th January.”

 It may be noted that so far KVIC, under its 
Kumhar Sashaktikaran yojana, has distributed more 
than 6,000 Electric Potter Wheels with 600 Pug-
Mills and 600 Blungers, giving direct employment 
for nearly 35,000 people. Not only that, the KVIC, 
for the first time, has reached the remotest areas of 
Leh / Ladakh, to create employment opportunities in 
that region, which was virtually, so far, cut-off from 
the main land of the nation. The KVIC, in the month 
of December 2018, has held training programmes 

for Potters in a freezing minus-18 degree 
temperature, in village Likhir and distributed 20 
Electric Potter Wheels on trial. “These Electric 
Potter Wheels have not only revived the pottery 
industry on extinction, rather also has created a big 
ray of hope for further generation of employment. 
We have identified the artisans for pottery with the 
help of Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development 
Council (LAHDC) in the villages like Likhit, 
Saspole and Matho etc. of Leh region, which will 
create direct employment to 720 people. We have set 
a target of distributing another 10,000 Electric Potter 
Wheels with 1,000 Pug-Mills and 1,000 Blungers by 

st31  March this year, which will subsequently create 
48,000 direct employments to the people belonging 
to Kumhar community,” the KVIC Chairman added.
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KVIC's Electric Wheels changes the lives of Haryana Potters 
Jakhopur potters get 100 per cent employment

S o h n a  ( G u r u g r a m ) :  L i f e 
seemed to be see-saw battle for 
3 0 - s o m e t h i n g 
R a m a v t a r P r a j a p a t i  o f 
Kirankikherli village till 25th 
F e b .  B e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y -
challenged this potter was 
always compelled to be at a 
receiving end as he could not 
face the drudgery needed to 
make terracotta products on 
traditional potter wheels. But on 

th28 February , when Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC) Chairman Vinai Kumar 
Saxena handed him over his Electric Potter Wheel, 
he could not hide his emotions. “Aaj pahli baar 
mujhe ahsaas ho rah ahai ki mere bhi paanv salamat 
hain (For the first time in my life, I am feeling that 
my legs are like a normal human being). It is dream 
come true for me as now I shall be able to make 
terracotta products as much as I wish,” he said.

Ramavtar, however, is not the exception.  Just after 
the KVIC, under its Kumhar SashaktikaranYojana, 
distributed 305 Electric Potter Wheels, 30 Blungers 
and 30 Pug-Mills – valuing over Rs 67 lakh – on 25th 
February among the village potters of Jakhopur, 
Khedli and Abhaypur (Gurugram district), Ghasera 
and Indri (Nooh district) and ChhawaniPattigate 
(Jhajjar district) of Haryana at a public function in 
Sohna – it was like a festival for the beneficiary 
women potters. Naina Prajapati of Jakhopur village 
of Gurugram district said, “I am proud to say that our 

Jakhopur village – consisting as many as 120 potter 
families – is the first 'Rojgar-yukt gaon' under 
KVIC's Kumhar SashaktikaranYojana and all credit 
for this goes to our Prime Minister Modiji – who 
saved us from extinction. Earlier, we use to curse our 
fates as our lives were bitter due to physical labour 
needed in the making terracotta products. Severe 
chest pain and itching in legs almost every evening 
was the routine phenomenon for the potters here, but 
the Electric Chaaks (Potter Wheels), given by the 
KVIC, will bring some new rays of hope in our lives 
– both physically and economically.”

But, then how could the electric potter wheels 
change the lives of potters? In economic terms, all 
the potters would 'Yes' as their daily income has shot 
up Rs 400 from Rs 100. But, noted pottery artisan 
and national award recipient IndraPrajapati reasons 
it out in a different and methodical way: “Till 
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KVIC's technological intervention – under its 
ambitious Kumhar Sashaktikaran Yojana – potters 
were at receiving end as traditional pottery is high-
labour intensive and less cost effective. Thanks to 
the KVIC that it has also trained the potters, under its 
skill up-gradation programme, which will not only 
give direct and indirect employment to millions of 
villagers, rather it would also enhance per day 
income of a potter from Rs. 100 to at least Rs. 400. It 
has never happened in the history that all the potters 
of any village have got direct employment.”

 Underlining need of promoting terracotta 
products to save environment and curb plastic 
menace, the KVIC Chairman, in his address, said, 
“After detailed study of features of pottery industry, 
its problems and consequent suggestions and 
guideline, the KVIC has come up with its 
appropr ia te  t echno log ica l  deve lopment , 
adoptability by poor potters and implementation 
through our 'Kumhar Sashaktikaran Yojana', in 
which apart from providing one electric potter 

wheels, one set of Pug mill, one set of   Blunger and 
one set of gas-fired kiln to each group of 10 potters, 
we are also providing them multi-dimensional 
approach with an overview on the entire system of 
input - process - production - management and e-
marketing elements. The KVIC is committed to 
provide them technological, financial and marketing 
supports, so that the potters could lead a happy and 
healthy life. So far, more than 8,000 Electric Potter 
Wheels along with 800 Pug-Mills and 800 Blungers 
across the nation have been distributed which has 
subsequently created around 39,000 direct 
employments for potters.”

 Saxena further said that KVIC is also 
committed to provide proper market for the 
terracotta products made by the potters. “Like 
Railways have decided to use our terracotta products 
at its Varanasi and Raebareily railway stations, we 
are in regular touch with many other Ministries and 
group of Hotels, for adopting terracotta products 
made by the local potters,” he added.
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Chairman KVIC inaugurated MDTC, Barmer 
and distributed Charkha and  Electric potters’wheel

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, Chaiman KVIC 
planted a sapling at Multi Disciplinary Training 
Centre, Haldwani. Shri S.K. Gupta, Dy. CEO and 
Shri Kunjbihari, State Director were also present 
on the occasion. “Trees are very precious  for our 
life” he said.    

Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme’s 
(PMEGP) zonal review meeting was held  at Mumbai 

on 13th February 2019. 
J t . C E O .  S h r i  Y . K . 
Baramatikar inaugurated 
the meeting. Shri S.G. 
Hedaoo, Dy. CEO I/C 
(WZ), Shri S.K. Mishra 
and representatives of all 
banks were present in the 
meeting. 

PMEGP Zonal Review Meeting held 
 at Mumbai 

Chaiman KVIC planted a sapling 
at MDTC Haldwani 
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Central Bee Research and 
Training institute, Pune 
and Directorate of Forest 
Based industries, Khadi  
V i l l a g e  i n d u s t r i e s 
Commission organized 
One day National Beekeepers Meet-2019 at C.V. 
Raman's Auditorium, IISER, Pune on 27th 
February, 2019.

 In the inaugural session Smt. Preeta Varma, 
Chief Executive Officer, KVIC addressed the 
programme. In her inaugural address she 
emphasised on  implementation of Sweet 
Revolution across the country. She also distributed 
200 bee boxes to beneficiaries at the Central Bee 
Research & Training Institute of India (CBRTI) 
Pune. A Souvenir was also released on this 
occasion. 
More then 200 Beekeepers, Honey Producers, 

CEO, KVIC inaugurates National Beekeepers’ Meet-2019 

Scientists from all over India, State Directors and 
officers of KVIC Participated in the Meet. Shri V 
Radhakrishnan. Dy. Director, FBI, KVIC Mumbai 
welcomed the participants.
  Various issues like Marketing, Standardization,  
policies, hurdles in the sector were discussed during  
the Meet .   
 Shri Y. K. Baramatikar, Jt. Chief Executive 
Officer, KVIC also graced the programme.  Shri 
Deep Varma, Director,CBRTI,Pune delivered the 
vote of thanks.
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11 February: Bombay police security 
conducted an awareness program Jagruk 
Mumbaikar in the premises of KVIC Central 
office. Shri Sushil Shinde, Commissioner of Police  
and his  team  spoke on  safety measures to be taken 
during  bomb attacks in particular in addition to 
other crimes like Robbery, cyber-crime, attack on 

senior citizens, Chain snatching etc. During this 
valuable talk Self-protection measures and do's and 
don'ts measures were shared with the officials of 
KVIC.

The information was presented in an 
interesting way through sliders and film on this 
subject. 
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As part of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, KVIC organised an exhibition of Khadi 
products in Kabul. 

"Khadi Goes Global" Conclave encapsulated the journey of Khadi from Freedom to Fashion, from Ethnic to 
Chic. Designers rohitbal and AJSK officials showcased stunning Khadi collection & ensembles elegantly 
displayed on the ramp.

Khadi Goes Global
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Showcasing Khadi at Fashion of Multicultural 
Australia Exhibition. 
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Jhansi ki Rani  dons Khadi in Movie

Khadi and Village Industries Commission on 
06th Feb, 2019 organized Awareness Camp on 
f lagship Prime Ministers  Employment 
Generation Programme at Conference Hall of 
Deputy Commissioner's office ,Udhampur. 

Continuing its drive for providing employment 
avenues to the unemployed youth, State Office 
KVIC Jammu & Kashmir  organised one day 
awareness camp on flagship Prime Minister's 
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) at 
at Conference Hall of Deputy Commissioner's 
office Udhampur. 

The programme was organised with the aim to 
create general awareness amongst public about the 
schemes of Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission with special focus and benefits under 
PMEGP scheme.

On the occasion Deputy Commissioner Udhampur, 
Shri Ravindra Kumar, Assistant Director/Nodal 
Officer PMEGP J&K Anil Kumar Sharma, Dy. 
Director (Employment), District Officer, J&K 
KVIB,LDM, Cluster Head J&K Bank, Director 
RSETI, Representative of DIC, JKEDI and large 
number of local youth were present.

At the outset Anil Kumar Sharma gave PowerPoint 
presentation on PMEGP. He informed the gathering 
about the online process of PMEGP applications.

KVIC organizes 
Awareness

 Camp 
on PMEGP

He said that besides providing PMEGP benefits to 
the people KVIC through its training Centres 
namely PMTC is also conducting various training 
with the hand holding support to create employment 
opportunities.

Anil Kumar also provided information about the 
recently started Upgradation of PMEGP scheme 
under which a beneficiary can avail loan upto 25 
Lakh in Service Sector and upto 1 crore in 
Manufacturing Sector.  

While appreciating efforts of KVIC for organizing 
such awareness camps, the Deputy Commissioner 
Udhampur described PMEGP as most beneficial 
Scheme for the rural unemployed youth. He said 
such awareness camps greatly help in guiding the 
youth towards earning income through self-
employment ventures which they can establish 
under various schemes.

He said that aim of these kind of programme should 
be to take it to logical end which will give benefits to 
the youth.

Further, during the programme many queries were 
raised by the participants and they were assured that 
they will get full support from KVIC. 

The programme concluded with the vote of thanks 
from one of the participants.
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State office, KVIC Hubballi organised a State Level 
Exhibition at Hubballi. Exhibition was inaugurated 
by Hon'ble Minister Govt. of Karnataka Shri C. S. 
Shivalli Govt. of Karnataka  MP Shri Pralhad Joshi 
present in the event. 

An Awareness camp under PMEGP scheme 
organized  in village Rawalikalan district  
Ghaziabad 26.02.2019.  Inauguration of camp done 
by GM, DIC, Gaziabad  and Dr. Rajesh Kansal 
representative of honorable M.P Dr.  V..K. Singh 
and motivated to the participants to establish the 
units. The 0fficials of Director RSETI  Bankers 
PNB and Syndicate Bank, LDM Ghaziabad, Village 
Pradhan, PMEGP entrepreneur and KVIC officials 
attended the camp and detailed information given  
regarding PMEGP, training and other scheme of 
State Government to the villagers.

Khadi fashion 
show at 
Agartala

State level PMEGP Exhibition inaugurated by Dy. 
Commissioner, Williamnagar . The exhibition was  
from 5th to 14th February, 2019.

Miscellaneous

13

Banker's Review meeting under PMEGP Scheme 
organised at Raipur. Chhattisgarh.

Vice Chairman National Commission for SC 
reviewed PMEGPprogram , and  handed over loan 
sanction order to a SC beneficiary under PMEGP. 
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Shri Radhakrishna Menon Director Board Member, 
Cochin shipyard, 
visited the flood 
affected units of 
C R E E D  a t 
A r a n m u l a 
Sambathkumar, 
A d d i t i o n a l 
General Manager 

and Shri Yoosuf  Director (CSR) are also seen.

An Awareness camp 
u n d e r  P M E G P 
scheme organized  
in village Ganger 
district  shamili on 
1 9 . 2 . 2 0 1 9 .   
I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f 
camp done by Shri 
A .  K . G a r g ,  D y . 
Director, KVIC Meerut and motivated the 
participants to establish the units. Officials of U. P. 
Khadi Board, DIC, MDTC Panjokhara, PMEGP 
entrepreneur and KVIC  attended the camp and 
detailed information of PMEGP, training and other 
scheme of state Government. 

A state level 
w o r k s h o p 
organized  by 
State office 
on 20/02/19 
u n d e r 

PMEGP wherein Bankers, GMs DIC, Distt, KVIB 
Officials, RSETI participated including Zonal 
Dy.CEO/NZ, KVIC and Vice- Chairman, Himachal 
Khadi Board participated. 

On 3rd February a PMEGP awareness camp was 
o rgan i sed  a t  Vi l l age  Kunja  Bahadurpur 
Bhagwanpur block District Haridwar. Shri S.R. 
Dhobal AD-I, J.S. Malik Nodal Officer PMEGP, 
Shiv Lal Manager DIC Haridwar and DCO 
Haridwar Nagendra Kumar Executive were present 
in the program.

District Collector Shri 
K  M o h a m m e d  Y 
Safirulla, Dy Mayor, 
Ernakulam, Chairman 
C o r p o r a t i o n , 
KVIC/KVIB Officers 
attended Khadi Fest at 
Ernakulam 35 PMEGP units and stalls participated 
in the fest. Charkha, Loom, demonstrated on the 
occasion .

PMEGP Awareness camp in Beed District 
Maharashtra AGM SBI,Beed and Regional 
Manager Maharashtra Gramin bank ,LDM Beed and 
many bank representatives participated.

State office , KVIC 
Shimla receives award 
from TOLIC- Shimla in 
various categories  for 
the year 2015-16-17-
18, on 13th February, 
2019. 

Miscellaneous
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 In the beginning she started trading for other 

manufacturing companies. But this was not all. 

What, if she sets up her own her own manufacturing 

set up. She thought. During this period her husband 

The most popular snack in Gujarat is Khakhara. Whether morning tea time or evening snacks, this time pass munching 
completes both. The popularity of this snack encouraged  Anita Nilesh  Sheth, a house wife to look for business prospects 
in Khakhara manufacturing.  

also lost his job. At this turning point of life the quest 

to start her own business increased more. 

Luckily through a friend she came to know about 

PMEGP Scheme of KVIC.  Her journey to success 

began here by taking a bank loan to the project cost 

of Rs. 23.63 Lakhs from Indian Bank, Daxini 

Society Branch, and Ahmedabad in the name of M/s 

Kanidha Mahila Gruh Udhyog. 

Her belief of hard work is key to success Anita paved 

the way of establishing a flourishing unit which is 

making turnover of Rs, 75.00 lakhs and providing 

The crunchy-  munchy  delight   

contd...on pg.no..16 
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It was then that she decided to execute her idea 

of opening a Boutique of ladies garments. With 

no capital in hand, she approached Bank 

Manager, Punjab National Bank who suggested for 

PMEGP bank loan. Her boutique Ruby creations 

was finally setup with project cost of Rs. 3.00.lakhs 

It was not easy, she sacrificed a lot for this success. 

Smt. Sadhna says that Sailing against all odds her 

dreams came true not only 

because of her hard work, 

dedication, risk taking and 

c a p a b i l i t y  b u t  a l s o 

encouragement by Khadi and 

V i l l a g e  I n d u s t r i e s 

Commission for  providing 

marketing and technical 

assistance under PMEGP.  

Unit.  After seven years the 

situation has changed, Smt. 

Singh's turnover is  nearly 

Rs.25.00 lakhs. 5 people are 

PMEGP style lined her dreams 

employed  in her boutique.  With the help of this 

boutique she has provided good education to her 

son who has became  an engineer and employed in a 

reputed firm. "A million thanks to Khadi and 

Village Industries Commission for their support in 

making me independent, self-reliant and giving me 

a dignified life", she exclaims. 

employment to 22 persons out of which 19 are 

women  whom she is paying around Rs1.10 Lakhs 

as wages. 

 Her unit makes around different flavors 22 

flavors of Khakhara. Smt. Anita markets her product 

through exhibitions and on line sale on Amazon 

where she has registered her product.  Happy with 

her present status of business she is looking forward 

to export her product. Hard work is  the only key to  

success, says Anita. 

Smt. Sadhna Singh can't forget those days of 2006, when she lost her husband. After his demise, her 
financial condition became very pathetic as the responsibility of entire family was on her shoulder. Now, it 
was a big question of survival. 

contd...from pg.no..15
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Gandhi worked not only for the political emancipation of the nation, but for liberation of all the suppressed 
and oppressed sections of society. One of the noteworthy results of his life-work has been the awakening of 
women, which made them shed their deep-rooted sense of inferiority and rise to dignity and self- esteem. For 
Gandhi, "When woman, whom we all call abala becomes sabala, all those who are helpless will become 
powerful". The welfare of the weaker sections of society was dear to his heart. He had no qualms about the 
priority of social over political ends. In his opinion, to postpone social reform till after the attainment of 
Swaraj} was not to know the meaning of Swaraj.

Breaking the 

Shackles :

 Gandhi's

 Views

 on Women
Usha Thakkar

Women, urban and rural, educated and 

uneducated, Indian and foreign, were 

attracted to his ideas and deeds. 

While some like Sarojini Naidu, Lakshmi Menon, 

Sushila Nayyar and Rajkumari Amrit Kaur rose to 

prominence, there were thousands of unsung and 

unnoticed heroines of India who learnt the meaning 

of liberation from him and contributed with all their 

energy to the struggle for independence. Life 

sketches and reminiscences of women freedom-

fighters give us glimpses of their crusade against 

injustice and inequality.

 An attempt is made in the present paper to 

understand Gandhi's views on women in the context 

of  social ,  economic and pol i t ical  issues .

Social Regeneration

 Gandhi respected traditions of the society, but 

not at the cost of loss of individual dignity. His 

practical and dynamic advice was "It is good to swim 

in the waters of tradition, but to sink in them is 

suicide". He never hesitated to criticize the evils 

which had gripped the Indian society, and tried to 

mobilize public opinion against such evils. He 

realised that there were deep-rooted customs 

17
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hampering the development of women, and 

women's freedom from such shackles was necessary 

for the emancipation of the nation.

According to Gandhi, the custom of child-marriage 

is both a moral as well as a physical evil, for it 

undermines our morals and induces physical 

degeneration. The purdah system, according to him, 

was "vicious, brutal and barbarous". He questioned 

the basis of the practice of pushing women in 

seclusion: "Why is there all this morbid anxiety 

about female purity? Have women any say in the 

matter of male purity? We hear nothing of women's 

anxiety about men's chastity. Why should men 

arrogate to themselves the right to regulate female 

purity? It cannot be superimposed from without. It is 

a matter of evolution from within and, therefore, of 

individual self-effort.4 He called prostitution "moral 

leprosy" and despised the fact that" the beast in man 

has made the detestable crime a lucrative 

profession". He appealed to prostitutes to give up 

their  "unworthy profession" and become 

"sanyasinis" of India.

 Gandhi viewed marriage as a sacrament 

imposing discipline on both the partners, not a 

license for physical union and emphasized spiritual 

union in marriage. He insisted on monogamous 

marriages and put forward a plea for inter communal 

marriages between caste Hindus and Harijans. In his 

opinion, "Woman is the companion of man, gifted 

with equal mental capacities. She has the right to 

participate in the very minutest details in the 

activities of man and she has an equal right of 

freedom and liberty with him. She is entitled to a 

supreme place in her own sphere of activity as man is 

in his". Gandhi was clear that "Woman must cease to 

consider herself the object of man's lust. The remedy 

is more in her hands than man's. She must refuse to 

adorn herself for men including her husband, if she 

will be an equal partner with man". When Gandhi 

was asked whether a wife could go against the will of 

her husband to take up national service, he supported 

the claim of a wife to devote herself to a noble 

purpose. He cited the example of Mirabai in support 

of his argument In his opinion, every wife" has a 

perfect right to take her own course and meekly 

brave the consequences when she knows herself to 

be in the right and when her resistance is for a nobler 

purpose".9 According to him, the only honourable 

terms in marriage are mutual love and mutual 

consent.

 For him, sexuality ought to be kept at the 

minimum inside marriage and totally eliminated 

outside it. The method of birth-control, he favoured, 

was by exercising self-restraint in life and restricting 

physical union only for getting children. Referring 

to his own life, he observed that he began to enjoy his 

married life only after he abandoned sex. For him, 

"the conquest of lust is the highest endeavour of a 

man's or a woman's existence whereas physical 

union for the sake of carnal satisfaction is reversion 

to animality which has to be avoided by both."

 Gandhi realised the miseries of widowhood 

for a woman as "men have ordained perpetual 

widowhood for women and conferred on themselves 

the right to fix marriage with another partner on 

cremation-ground itself". For him, "Voluntary 
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widowhood consciously adopted by a woman who 

has felt the affection of the partner, adds grace and 

dignity to life, sanctifies the home and uplifts 

religion itself. Widowhood imposed by religion or 

custom is an unbearable loke and defiles the home 

by secret vice and degrades religion. He believed 

that it is better for a widow to remarry openly rather 

than commit sin secretly.

 Gandhi sees these widows as a strong 

reservoir of energy, which could be put to use to 

bring light to the dark comers of the nation. In his 

opinion, "It is worth considering carefully in what 

way the country can avail itself of the services of 

hundreds of widows, young and old". As Gandhi 

respected widows who dedicated themselves to the 

service of humanity, he had great regard for women 

who chose the path of staying single to serve society 

and the nation. In his opinion, not every Indian girl is 

born to marry. There are many girls willing to 

dedicate themselves to service instead of servicing 

one man.

 Gandhi had visualized a great role for 

women in eradicating the evil of communalism. His 

appeal to women was to refuse to cook, and to starve 

themselves in protest so long as their men "do not 

wash their hand of these dirty communal 

squabbles". Gandhi's appeal reached women 

everywhere in India. He expected great things from 

them in the areas of work concerning purity of life, 

removal of untouchability, propagation of Khadi. 

communal harmony and Swadeshi. His logic was 

simple: "If Kaikeyi could obtain all that she wanted 

from Dashrath by dint of Duragraha, what could 

they not achieve with the help of Satyagraha? ".

 Gandhi's own experience of Kasturba's 

resistance to acceptance of untouchables as 

members of the family perhaps made him aware of 

the role that women can play in the removal of 

untouchability. "If the Hindu heart is to be cured of 

the taint of untouchability, women must do the lion's 

share of the work". His appeal to women was "If you 

consider Harijans untouchables because they 

perform sanitary service, what mother has not 

performed such service for her children."

 When Gandhi told women that the economic 

and the moral salvation of India rested mainly with 

them, he was not paying mere lip-service to them. 

He was evoking a creative and constructive spirit 

that was suppressed in them. A simple factor like 

their choice of clothes and jewellery was 

transformed by Gandhi into a force for Swadeshi. 

Khadi came to be identified with opposition against 

foreign rule and love for the nation, and giving away 

her jewellery means that a woman is shedding her 

own shackles.

Political Emancipation

 Gandhi revolutionised not only Indian 

politics, but also the whole perception of life for 

women. In his words, "My contribution to the great 

problem (of women's role in society) lies in my 

presenting for acceptance of truth and ahimsa in 

every walk of life, whether for individuals or 

nations. I have hugged the hope that in this, woman 

will be the unquestioned leader and, having thus 
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found her place in human evolution, will shed her 

inferiority complex. Women's entry into national 

politics through non-violent methods brought 

miraculous results. On the one hand, women became 

aware of their inner strength, and on the other, the 

process brought human and moral elements into 

politics.

Gandhi had tremendous faith in women's inherent 

capacity for non-violence. And his experience of 

participation by women in politics from his days in 

South Africa till the end of his life bears testimony to 

the fact that they never failed his expectations. With 

Gandhi's inspiration, they took the struggle right 

into their homes and raised it to a moral level. 

Women organized public meetings, sold Khadi and 

prescribed literature, started picketing shops of 

liquor and foreign goods, prepared contraband salt, 

and came forward to face all sorts of atrocities, 

including inhuman treatment by police officers and 

imprisonment. They came forward to give all that 

they had - their wealth and strength, their jewellery 

and belongings, their skills and labour-all with 

sacrifices for this unusual and unprecedented 

struggle.

 Gandhi 's  call  to women to involve 

themselves in the freedom struggle had far-reaching 

results in changing their outlook. "The cause of 

Swaraj swept all taboos and old customs before it". 

Many women in their individual lives shed their age-

old prejudices against the caste system. They had no 

hesitation in leaving the boundaries of their 

protected homes and going to the jail. They even 

broke their glass bangles (a sign of ill omen for 

married women) when they were told that they were 

made of Czechoslovakian glass. Women's 

participation in the freedom struggle feminized 

nationalism and the nationalist struggle helped them 

to liberate from age-old traditions.

Though Gandhi never challenged the traditional set 

up, he inspired women to carve out their own 

destinies within it, and thereby changing its very 

essence. Women learnt from Gandhi that one can be 

strong, even if seemingly weak, to protest against 

injustice. They realised that they do not have to 

accept the norms of male-dominated politics. They 

evolved their own perspectives and formulated their 

own methods. In a way they presented a critique of 

the colonial unethical state.

 Gandhi could see woman as connected with 

service and not with power. When a woman wrote to 

him in 1946 about the political scene and the paucity 

of women in it, he wrote: "So long as considerations 

of caste and community continue to weigh with us 

and rule our choice, women will be well-advised to 

remain aloof and thereby build up their prestige 

Women workers should enroll women as voters, 

impart or have imparted to them practical education, 

teach them to think independently, release them 

from the chains of caste that bind them so as to bring 

about a change in them which will compel men to 

realise women's strength and capacity for sacrifice 

and give her places of honour. If they will do this, 

they will purify the present unclear atmosphere." 

His advice to women was to teach people in villages 

simple lessons of hygiene and sanitation. Seeking 

power would be, for them, "reversion of barbarity". 
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And still Gandhi believed that, "Women must have 

votes and an equal status. But the problem does not 

end there. It only commences at the point where 

women begin to affect the political deliberations of 

the nation."

Economic Self-reliance

 Gandhi visualized a humane society, free 

from exploitation and in justice, built by responsible 

men and women. Gandhi, however, maintained that 

the spheres of work for woman and man were 

different. "She is passive, he is active. She is 

essentially mistress of the house. He is the 

breadwinner. She is the keeper and distributor of the 

bread. She is the caretaker in every sense of the 

term." Gandhi was of the firm opinion that if women 

have to work outside the home, they should do so 

without disturbing it. They can take up some work, 

which would supplement the income of the family, 

and spinning, according to him, was perhaps the best 

work they could undertake. Spinning and weaving 

for women were "the first lesson in the school of 

industry". The spinning wheel can be the "widow's 

loving companion", of livelihood for the poor family 

and a means to supplement the income of the family 

of -Pie middle class, and for the well-to-do women, 

it would be a means to relate their lives to those 

country s poor women.

 Though women had no direct control over 

economic matters, they were the managers of 

homes. Gandhi was quick to grasp this fact. So, to 

popularize the message of Swadeshi, a cardinal 

economic principle for him, he demanded the 

support of women. In his opinion, the Swadeshi vow 

cannot be kept without the help of women. "Men 

alone will be able to do nothing in the matter. They 

have no control over the children, that is the 

woman's sphere. To look after children, to dress 

them, is the mother's duty and, therefore, it is 

necessary that women should be fired with the spirit 

of Swadeshi.

Ideal Models

 Gandhi often presented ideals before 

women, drawn from Indian traditions, mythology 

and history. He often talked about Sita, Draupadi, 

Damayanti and Mirabai as great women. There is 

nothing new for a social reformer drawing 

inspiration from the tradition. What is new here is 

the fact that this innovate interpretation of these 

characters gives a glimpse of the dynamic element in 

his thinking. He did not accept the negative elements 

of the Hindu tradition. He visualized the Indian 

women as new Sitas, Draupadis and Damayantis, 

"pure, firm and self- controlled".

 For Gandhi, Sita was not a weak and 

dependent creature, but a strong woman conveying 

the message of Swadeshi, who only wore "cloth 

made in India" and thus kept her heart and body 

pure. Moreover, she should defy the might of 

Ravana by sheer moral courage and she would not 

waste "a single moment on pleasing Rama by 

physical channs". Implying thereby that a woman 

could assert herself in doing what she considered 

right even if the husband thought otherwise. 

Another ideal model presented by Gandhi was 

Draupadi who was not dependent on men and saved 

21

Article A Monthly Journal of KVIC on Rural Industrialisation March, 2019       



herself by an appeal to Krishna when the Pandavas 

failed to protect her. Here the appeal to Krishna is to 

be understood as following one's own conscience. 

He saw Mirabai, as a symbol of courage, who 

followed her chosen path by defying the social 

norms of the time.

 It is interesting to note that Gandhi does not 

advise a woman to be an ideal wife or ideal mother. 

Deviating from the traditional framework, he 

advises women to be sisters. Pointing out the 

greatness of a sister over a wife, he maintained that a 

sister is to all the world, while a wife hands herself 

over to one man. Moreover, it is possible to become 

the world's sister only by making Brahmacharya "a 

natural condition" and being 'fired by the spirit of 

service". Women have the potential to do immense 

service to the unfortunate, by doing this they can be 

"Sisters of Mercy".

 Though Gandhi gave the traditional role a 

new vigour, he had undaunted faith in the chastity 

and purity of woman. He was sure that the "dazzling 

purity" of a woman could disarm even the most 

beastly of men. In his opinion, an ideal woman 

would rather give up her life than her purity. 

Construction of the woman in such terms seems to 

be at times too idealistic in contemporary times. 

According to Madhu Kishwar, "Gandhi's very 

vocabulary, in its exaggerated idealization of 

women as 'sisters of mercy' and 'mothers of entire 

humanity' reveals the bias of a benevolent 

patriarch."

 And yet, there is something in his ideas that is 

essentially radical. He did not see women as helpless 

objects of reform. Neither did he think of bringing 

change only in some spheres of life, such as marriage 

or  educa t ion .  His  v is ion  of  change  was 

comprehensive. He connected the moral with the 

political, the social and the economic, presenting an 

eclectic view of life. For him the means had to be 

identified with the ends; similarly, he did not 

differentiate between the private and the public 

worlds of women. He also enhanced the dignity of 

woman's housework, advising his men followers to 

take to spinning and to do ordinary works in 

everyday life. He himself imbibed so many of a 

woman's qualities, that he became 'mother' to many.

 Gandhi saw that the low status of women was 

the result of prejudices arid adverse traditions, which 

were centuries old. It was difficult to get women 

interested in the larger problems of life and society 

because they knew nothing of them, having never 

been allowed to breathe the fresh air of freedom. The 

only factor that would enable women to come out of 

this situation was the determination and strength of 

the women themselves. Though men should help in 

the cause of women, ultimately women will have to 

determine their destinies. Gandhi sympathizes with 

women, but he does not want to pity them all the 

time. Neither does he want them to be irresponsible, 

pleasure-loving beings.

 In Gandhi's philosophy, the women of India 

found a new identity. His words and deeds have 

inspired thousands of women, and will continue to 

do so, in their struggle against injustice and 

inequality.
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