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THE KHADI WAY OFLIFE

Spinning the Wheels of Self-Reliance

Tihar Jail women inmates get a new lease of life as khadi spinners at Charkha Museum in Connaught Place

By LAKSHIBHATIA

New Delhi: Her smide &s a lie
that she has perfected in the last
14 years. Nobody can tell that
behiind Sonam Sharma’s plas-
tered gosture, s a painful story
of defeat. After serving six
yoars in Tihar Jadl, she was re-
leased six months back. The os-
tensible murder case that she
was charged for has left a per-
manent scar on her respect In
a flash she lost her home, hus-
band, chikiren and the purpose
of life. But things have begun to
change in the past 10 days. Of
all the things she lost, one thing
is trailing back—her dignity
that her new job at the Charkha
Musewsm complex has given her
She makes § 10 bunches of kha-
di hank tags that are given to
visitors along with the ticket
priced T2 As part of the initia
tive spearheaded by Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
My husband
Q manipulated facts and
sent me tojail He
doesn't realise he has
given me a better life”

Soram Sharma, whose term
ended sk months, ago

Chairman Vinal Kumar Saxe-
na, Sharma and her fellow n
mates come 10 Ganga Ben Kutir
in the museum complex at Con
naught Place daily o spin deftly
from 11 am to 7 pm

Ever since her release, this is
the only thing she looks forward
to. Old memories of her one
anda-half year old daughter be-
ing snatched away from her
shaking hands, still send chills

down her spine. She had alleg
edly murdered a relative on her
husband's side. “1 neverdid it,”
she says as tears begin %o roll
down her freckled face, but she
Jolts back to reality quickly
“My husbhand manipulated facts
and sent me to jail. He doesn't
realise he's given me a better
life.” Like all others, she is paid
T200 per day

Kamla Rani, 55 who was
charged for her tenant’s mur-
der; is the first one 10 come in
everyday and the last one to
leave. She will work till her
body doesn’t give way, she has
promised herself. She's not just
carning money; but is acquir-
ing the confidence to make dech-
sions in the family

Ganga Ben Kutir, where these
women work, is inspired by
Ganga Ben, a women who holds
historic significance. When Ma
hatma Gandhi returned from
South Africa, he discovered the
loom but wondered how to spin
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Kamia Rani. Thar sl nmate
the wheel. Then, Ganga Ben of
Gaekwad In the princely state
of Baroda, presented him with
a charkha and explained the
method of spinning it in 1919
“It was she who introduced
Gandhi to the charkha and
years later, be made it a symbol
of national importance,” says
Saxena. In fact, the charkha
found significance in the agen-
daof the Indian National Con-
gress party The first flag of 1921
as suggested by Gandhi, had the
traditional wheel. It began to be

Ganga Ben Introduced Mahatma
Gandhi to charkha and later, he made

Vina Kumar Seena. Charman,

had and Viage nduitees Commssion

hoisted by party members by
1923, In 1947 it was replaced
with the Ashoka Chakra. Today
the museum has a number of
vintage charkhas, from & year
10 102 years, besides the 25 feet
long and 12 feet tall stainless
steel installation charkha
perched above Palika ma ket
On May 21, when the complex
was inaugurated, 10 of the %
women inmates trained in spin-
ning came for the charkha dem-
onstration to showcase their
skilMfulness. “When a woman s
made competent, she eams and
supports her family ~ says Save-
na. That's exactly what Rekha
Kumari, sitting across, seems to
be doing. After she was accused
for her husband's murder, she
felt like it was end of world for
hee but after Nighting 14 years,
she was released. She is now
married to a fellow inmate and
lives in a respectable family
communion. Her close friend, a
65 year-old women inmate,
hears everybody tell their sto-
ries but keeps silent. She s out
on a one month-long parole. “At
this age, all | want are my chil-
dren,” she says quivering. The
women had allegedly burmnt her
90 yearold tenant to death, and
is serving her 14 year sentence.
Once many of these inmates

take with them. It will be a re-
minder to never stop. To spin
new life narratives and thread
the path of self -rel lance.
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Arvind inks pact with
to officially use ‘khadi’ tag

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad:
sition India ar
globally i

Industries Com-
mission 7/1C). The pact al-
Jows the Ahmedabad-based

| textile to retail conglomera-

te officially use ‘khadi’mark
for its fabric and products
over the next five years.
Arvind is already produ-
ces denim made from khadi
supplied by KVIC. “The agre-
ement provides Arvind a
righttoofficially use the word
‘khadi’ for our products. It gi-
ves us more power togrow the
business to the next level
Through this association, we
are aiming to take khadi de-

denim, the compan

to procure one million me
ters of khadifrom KVIC eve-
ry year and it is eyeing reve-
nues of Rs 30-40 crore from
khadi denim. “Right now
most of our products are in-
digo (khadi denim) but we
are expanding our product
portfolio,” he added.
According to Lalbhai, the

“We also see this part
nership as an employment
creation vehicle, especially 1
for women. If we are ableto |
grow this market, we not on-
ly get premium positioning \
(for kKhadi) but we also gene-
rate employment. We also
bringing hand spun an enti-

renew audienceand ascale,”

“'j',a-r):-i
|
woA

P

“It gives us more power to grow the
business to the next level. Through this
association, we are aiming to take khadi
denim to international market,” said
Punit Lalbhai, executive director, Arvind

group’s vision is to build a

substantially scalable supply

chain platform, capable of

_servicinglarge international

brand requirements. Several

of Arvind’s potential clients
ajor

ion

Lalbhaiadded.
“Khadi is a mission and

we are committed to bring !

khadi to its prime glory as
was visualised by Mahatma
Gandhiji. The KVIC-;
initiative for launch
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Govt taxes Khadi for first
Independence

KOTA:Khadi, afabricoften associ-

., ated withIndia’sfreedomstrug-

< (;9 gle, has so far been exempted
" fromany kind of taxes. However,
/v after GST, nowKhadi toocomes

topi, India’s national flag willnot
attract any tax under the GST
regime, other apparels and
Khadi products will have 5%
-18% GST. There are 9 Khadi
Bhandars in the Kota division
whose trade has been hit since

els, including kurta pyjama,
Nehrujackets, carpetand other
products. “Business has beenhit
since the enforcement of GST
from last six days. Customers
arenotbuyingkhadiduetoarise
intheir prices,” said Kamal Kis-

hore Sharma, secy of Hadoti

the launch of GST. These sell
Khadi Gramodhyog Samiti.HTC

" 4 ‘will affect their business.
Khadi cloth, readymade appar-

# | Though Khadi yarn, Gandhi
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ure 0f KVIC seeks compensation
< vees  from Fabindia over khadi

v ‘Khadi'sale:
ton - yyic wants

ude plots. © the Khadi and Village Indu.  clarify that Fabindia sows
neers and ca stries Commission (KVIC)  ces handorafted  products, \
dd therefore © has sought compensation  including fabeie, from arth Y

Jng 1o be seePtl: | from ethnic retatler Fabin:  sans across the country, We ~ : my ag L

¢ Lohani wrute diaforsollingnon khadigar  have been in conversation { : 5
oy airman tried o © ments as ‘khadi’ products in - with KVIC on certification ‘ © Jobn Sarkar & Sidhartha | i )
kg gniovees’  fears | jtasturen since 3016, a Fabindia : '

Day DY gOVErnment While KVIC sought pay- ki :
J Ivatise Alby tel- | ment fram hbuld‘lf'furvﬁ oy Bl

S e _working John Sarkar & “This is highly speculats: e o Khaeti and
o and Sidhartha vo, With no basis in fact. e village
e Qe gl bundia has been i cartior -
o indians espe New Delhi: Tuking the batt  artisanal Hyvelihoods fw the
,f‘::u\! persan leo over kKhadi a step further,  last57 years. We woulkd like to nay Fablndh to

New Delhi: Taking the battle

o 1 the law, khadi an i
Jhatthelr “genui- | duiging n alleged “unfair only be sold if they are sour- ; :
84" int i 4 are . . ¢ aver khadi a step further, the
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nie retatler Fabindia for sel-

ling non-khadl garments as
khadi products in its stores.

While KVIC sought pay-

¢ ment from Fabindia for indul-

¢ ging in alleged “unfair practi-

Tony {-v' ¢ ce”, sources told TOI that the [
\ ¢ government agency could ha- o o
veslost around Rs 100-200 crore B s

business due to this. So far,
KVIC has not quoted any com
pensation amount,

€
: “This is highly speculati-
8 ° ¢ ve, with no basis in fact. Fa-
) l o ¢ bindiahasbeensustainingar- Al
{ il ' tisanal livelihoods for the last e
S ~ R . - 57 years. Id I 4
s Minister for Industries & Commerce, Chander Parkash Ganga rify tm:w;amdtz:lk:(:\?&

. calling on Union Minister for MSME, Kalraj Mishra at New Delhi.

oy o Ganga calls on Union Minister for MSME

: :’ll( Excelsior Correspondent gram is very popular scheme
¢ wherein subsidy ranging from p : >
0 % NEW DELHI, July 13: Mini- 25-35 percent is provided by the o B o
2 o !\\‘1

$im ster for Industries and Government to the entrepreneur.

6 Commerce, Chandra Parkash Ganga thanked the Union:
Ganga called on Union Minister Minister for sanctioning three
for Micro, Small and Medium clusters for the valley under the!|

.+ including a
< and will work
& utiple benches
" .necessary and

Under the law, k

Sinr Enterprises (MSME), Kalraj Scheme of Fund i 'for| * by the chair-
‘ ke Mishra, here today. Regeneration of Traditional e on the cases
el | He discussed various issues Industries (SFURTI). He ‘also’| (2 it by the
e | pertaining to development of thanked the Ministry for Sanc- | RBI had said. :
ur- industries in the State. tioning funds for State level exhi- © . onstitutedpa- | sponsible for pron
¥ The issue of expediting set- bition to be held at Leh being 1 b 4 e i
Oty ting up of Technology Centre at organized by the Khadi and N 0 casoe be- : ught compens [
Wirsy Samba came up for discussion. It Village Board of the State “Stured under
| was conveyed to the Union Government. AR “or Sustainab-
Minister ~ that the State The Union Minister assured \gof Stressed’ :
Government has already allotted that the issues will be taken into " resolutionof :
[ 80 kanals of land at Samba for consideration for fostering indus- | _where the ag- 3
/. | setting up of the Technology trial growth in State. ey " asure of the :
i iy Centre. It was also felt that the Statéi! “ortothebor
.1 The Union Minister was also should identify and send more" » ¥ Is greater
PR fequested to enhance the targets clusters to the Central * o crore” the
Sig 8 (OF Prime Minister Employment Government for sanction and_th‘at'; .
“nu . Jeneration Program (PMEGP) the traditional art and skill heedh|
/ : or the State. The PMEGP pro- to be encouraged and preserved.”
‘ |
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Khadi India
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frcell, Biceprdr, §u$ 3R Hiore & Suds SRy wwwkvicorg.in

UH : faeeh: 011-23362231/23360902, HIABIAT: 033-25705895 , T : 02226704454 3R UIUTH : 0755-2554657

Khadi India

This Rakshabandhan

Support TWO sisters

Prime Minister

One is KNOWN to you and The other one is UNKNOWN to you and
she is the darling of your family earns life support for her family

Give both of them a gift this RAKSHABANDHAN.
Give your KNOWN sister a KHADI GIFT COUPON. That
will sustain your UNKNOWN sister who weaves the fabric

Love for one, livelihood for another

Kalraj Mishra
Minister for MSME
Gowt. of India

Haribhai Parthibhai Chaudhary Giriraj Singh
Minister of State for MSME Minister of State for MSME
Govt. of India Gowt. of India

Vinai Kumar Saxena
Chairman

Khadi and Village Industries Commission
P | P Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Govt. of India
Available at Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai & Bhopal SR www.kvic.org.in

Contact - Delhi- 011- 23362231/23360902, Kolkata-033-25705895, Mumbai-022-26704454, Bhopal-0755-2554657.
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